2008 Legislative Report

House Bills

HB 4602 – Shingles Vaccine




Beiser/Haine
Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-0978
HB 4602 requires coverage for a vaccine for shingles that is approved for marketing by the federal Food and Drug Administration if the vaccine is ordered by a physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches and the enrollee is 60 years of age or older.  In addition, changes are made to the definition of "retirement or disability period" in provisions concerning the firemen's continuance privilege to allow a disabled or retired fireman who did not elect to enroll in the municipal group insurance plan during the retirement or disability period or who elected to enroll in the municipal group insurance plan during the retirement or disability period but later dis-enrolled, to only once thereafter, elect to enroll in the municipal group insurance plan during the annual open enrollment or renewal period if the disabled or retired fireman meets certain criteria and to add related provisions concerning dependents and notice.

Effective: January 1, 2009

HB 5088 – Pensions – Unclaimed Property


Beaubien/Garrett

Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-0950
HB 5088 amends the Department of Professional Regulation Law of the Civil Administrative Code of Illinois and the State Finance Act to prohibit transfers to the Professions Indirect Cost Fund from the Public Pension Regulation Fund. It further amends the Pension Impact Note Act to provide that the pension impact note for any legislation or amendment that the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability determines would result in an increase in benefits or increased costs to a downstate police or fire pension fund may demonstrate the fiscal impact of the legislation on selected individual municipalities with such pension funds. HB 5088 makes changes in provisions concerning fiduciaries of and investments by downstate police and fire pension funds. It also prohibits a trustee of a downstate police or fire pension board from intentionally soliciting or accepting any gift from a prohibited source. In the Downstate Police Article, adds provisions concerning the award of benefits and makes changes concerning examinations and investigations. In the Downstate Firefighter Article, adds provisions concerning fraud.   The bill requires the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability to analyze data submitted by the Public Pension Division pertaining to downstate police and fire pension funds in each odd numbered year. HB 5088 amends the State Mandates Act to require implementation without reimbursement.  In provisions amending the State Finance Act, HB 5088 changes the fiscal year in which the State Treasurer shall apportion the amounts deposited into the State Pensions Fund from the Unclaimed Property Trust Fund among the designated retirement systems from fiscal year 2010 to fiscal year 2011.

Effective: August 28, 2008

HB 5285 – Coverage of Sick Children/

Young Adult Dependent Coverage
Jefferson/Kotowski

Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-0958
HB 5285 provides that the medical leave of absence or reduction in course load must be because of a catastrophic illness or injury; continuation of coverage is subject to all of the policy's terms and conditions applicable to those forms of insurance and shall terminate 12 months after notice of the illness or injury or until the coverage would have otherwise lapsed pursuant to the terms and conditions of the policy, whichever comes first, provided the need for part-time status or medical leave of absence is supported by a clinical certification of need from a physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches. HB 5285 provides that the provisions do not apply to short-term travel, accident-only, limited, or specified disease policies or to policies or contracts designed for issuance to persons eligible for coverage under Title XVIII of the Social Security Act, known as Medicare, or any other similar coverage under State or federal governmental plans.

HB 5285 further provides that policies of accident and health insurance or managed care plans that cover dependents shall not terminate or deny election of coverage for an unmarried dependent due to age before the dependent’s 26th birthday. Policies or plans shall have an initial enrollment period of at least 90 days during which an insured may elect for coverage of an unmarried dependent. HB 5285 provides criteria for an unmarried dependent to be eligible for coverage. In addition, provides that policies of accident and health insurance or managed care plans that cover dependents shall not terminate or deny election of coverage for an unmarried dependent due to age before the dependent’s 30th birthday if the dependent meets certain military service requirements. Finally, HB 5285 provides that a policy or plan subject to the Illinois Insurance Code shall not condition eligibility for dependent coverage on enrollment in any educational institution.

Effective: June 1, 2009

Senate Bills

SB 0101 Habilitative Services for Children
Crotty/Coulson

Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-1049
SB 101 provides coverage for habilitative services for children less than 19 years of age with a congenital, genetic, or early acquired disorder so long as specified conditions are met. This legislation sets general exclusions and limitations of the coverage. Provides that upon request of the reimbursing insurer, the provider under whose supervision the habilitative services are being provided shall furnish medical records, clinical notes, or other necessary data to allow the insurer to substantiate that initial or continued medical treatment is medically necessary and that the patient's condition is clinically improving. SB 101 provides that the provisions concerning mental and emotional disorders shall not be interpreted to require coverage for speech therapy or other habilitative services for those individuals covered under the provisions concerning habilitative services for children.

Effective: January 1, 2010

SB 0934 Treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorders

DeLeo/May

Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-1005
SB 934 provides individuals less than 21 years of age coverage for autism spectrum disorders to the extent that the diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorders are not already covered by the policy or plan. This coverage shall be subject to a maximum benefit of $36,000 per year, but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of visits to an autism service provider. SB 934 sets forth definitions for "autism spectrum disorders," "diagnosis of autism spectrum disorders," "medically necessary," and "treatment for autism spectrum disorders."

Effective: December 12, 2008

SB 2023 First 2008 General Revisory



Haine/Mathias

Public Act . . . . . . . . . 95-0876
Creates the First 2008 General Revisory Act, including the Illinois Insurance Code. The legislation combines multiple versions of sections amended by more than one public act; renumbers sections of various acts to eliminate duplication. Finally, it corrects obsolete cross-references and technical errors and makes stylistic changes.

Effective: August 21, 2008

